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IS SHIMA DIARY

January Headquarters and Headquamters Company, Army Garrison Force APO 245,
wies organized this date and assigned to Tenth Army with initial stotion at
APO 957

January Amy Garrison Force, APO 245, was this date assigned to Army Gare
rison Force, APO 331.

Brigadier General Charles R Thomas Jr., USA, mported for duty and ussumed
Cormand of AGF, APO 245. On active duty since 11 October 1917, Geéneral
Thonas arrived in the Pacific lly 194k, and served suecessively as Command=
ing General, Advance Echelon, 2lst Bomber Command, Deputy Comicader of
Operations, Army Air Forces, Pacific Ocean Area, and ALFPOA representative
in the forward areas. =Rarlier, for his outstanding service in initiating
and building up the i/arner Robins Air Service Command at Robins Field, locon,
Ga., General Thomas was awerded the Legion of lerit.

March It Col J A Muller, A=3, and Maojor J D Fleming, A-2, viere ordered on
detached service to join the 77th Division at Leyte, P.I. as Licison Officers
representing: the Commanding General during the assault phases of Ie Shima
landings.

March First echelon, with It Col B F liodisett as troop cormender, leaves
Oahu for target aboard USS Clearfield, APO 1L2.

March Convoy arrives at Eniwetok, Clearfield at anchorage there for four
days, proceeding Enster Sundoy for Ulithi.

April Easter services held cboard ship shortly after news was rcceived of
the Tenth Arry landing on Okinawa.

April Clearfield arrives at Ulithi. General Thomas, Col L J Grecley Chief
of Staff, It Col W L Gramer, A-l, and Captain R Nesbit join party.

April Sixth Merine Division noves onto liotobu peninsulz, 4OCO yords off Ie
Shima, thereby denying the peninsula as a support position for Ie Shima
resistance.

Lpril Ifinna Shima, small islet off SE coast of Ie Shima, was seized with-
out rcsistance, and 77th Division artillery emplaced there to support land-—
ing operations,

April Terrific aerial and naval bombardment was laid on Ie Shimo for 0730
to 0800, At 0801 the 305th and 306th US Infantry Regiments landcd on Green
end on Red One and Two beaches. Only a few riflemen and ninefields opposed
attacking forces until the advance reached Japcnese fortified arecs. Fron
scattered pillboxes, caves ond emplacemcents the Japs opened fire with rifles
and machine-cuns causing heavy cosualties. Dy 1700, however, the western
half of Ie Shima, including the airfield was sccure. Snall patrols and
suicile roiding parties atterpted to infiltrate positions durinz the night,
nony Japs usins pole charges and satchel chormes strapped to their bodies.
Two hundred and fiftcen Japs were killed during the night and one prisoner
of uar was token. Coming in withithe ass~ult this norning was the 36th Ficld
Hospital. A field hospital was set up near the beach to handle 2ll evacuati
of the cssault phases. lecnvhile, the Clearfleld and convoy had orrived in :
vicinity of ‘the tarzet and remcined in anchorage of f Okinawa for four days. -
Troops werc in general quarters every night because of eneny zerial activi-
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Lpril The 307th Infontry landed on Red Beach Three and attﬁckcd Ie towms
The advance into the town wos delayed by nortar fire from Igusugu Yama

‘mountain and bitter house~to~housc dofensess Enerny killed today numbered

419. Col Muller and Ijor Flening landed this day wvith Co B, 72hth Iilitary
Police Battalion, cs first members of the Aryy Garrison Force to land on
Ic Shima.

April Savage fighting continued 211 day, the Japs fighting fiercely from
house to house and cave to cave. Enemy killed during the day totolled 516,
while ten were taken prisomcr. It vins on this date thot Brnie Pylej foamed
Scripps~Howard colurmist, was killed on the south centrnl plotecaun near the
western approaches to the tovne Niding in a jeep with Lt Col J B Coolidge,
comanding officer of the 3U5th Infantry, and two cnlisted men on a reconn-—
aisance of foruard positions, the party was forced to get out of the jeep ond
take cover when a Jap machine gunner opened fire. Pyle was shot through the
head while trying to ascertain the safety of -other members of the phrty.
77th Division boys erected ¢ menorial marker a2t the place of his deathi
Paying simple yct stirring tribute to the bcloved eolurnist, the inscription
readss

"AT THIS SIOT THE 77TH.DIVISION LOST A BUDIY,
ERITIE PYIE, APKRIL 18, 1945.t

April There was less encmy octivity than usucl during the nizght, but during
the day Anmcrican attocks on the town vere net with stiff enery résistance.
I2ny decp caves, tunncls and muturlly-supporting pillboxes verc token near
Igusugu Yama, Hand to hand fightine occurred on the north and northcast
slopcs as the Japs resisted 211 the wey up to o final stand in a cave 20

fect below the sumit of the nountain., In Ie tovn Jap machine-:uns and
riflemen in ond under concrcte buildings slowed but friled to halt the advance
of the 305th and 307th Infantry troops. On lMinna Shina, two Jop soldiers and

«8ix civilion destroyed themselves with grenades when chnllenged by crtillery

sentinels. The Jap tell for-the-doy wos 1006 killed and three tole prisoncrs
On this date the 1902d and 1903d Bngincer Aviation Battolions Yoaded-on Ie —
Shima and storted repair work on Ie Shima's ~ir strips. At this date the
nain Jap strip was approximetely 75 feet by 5000 fect. Beach development

and road construction, as wcll as mine clcarance, were continucd by the 1118th
Enginecr Group, which landed *iith the assault troops. Linison “l-nes based
ot Yontan Field, Okincwa, cormacnced operatinz to Ic Shina this dote, using
undanaged taxitieys. These ticre the first Ancrican plancs to usc Ic Shima
Field. Certain elcments attoched to the 77th Division were rclecsed by for-
nal order to the Island Comiond os the first Garrisen Forcc installations
tere instituted. These included 2 Gorrison Forece Information Center on hed
Beocch T-3, traffic control stations throughout the coptured arces, BT cemp
and civilian stockade. Advance party of Ay Garrison Forcc ~cnt cshore this
dote and assumed control of unloading and islond developnmont operrtionse In-
cluded in the party going cshore tere: Lt Col R H Frascr, Steff Artillory
Officer, Lt Col K T Klock Jre., Island Enginccrs lejor R L Greoy, fLissistant
A-ls3 Iajor O B Bsplin, hssistont 4A-=3; Copt A B Lrledge, Assistont Island
Engincer; Copt V J Gilroy, fAsst Tronsportation Officer; Capt R I Ewvans,
Provost llarshal; and Lt R M ' 2stfall, issistant 4-3.
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20 April Fighting continued heavy during the day ss troops closed in on the
mountain and mopped up caves end pillboxes menned by the desperate Jap.
The enemy toll this cay was the highest during the entire fighting, 1512
being killed by our troops. Memoriel services were held for Ernie Pyle
today at the Island Cemctery within sound of the continuing combat., The
77th Division Cheplein officieted while Major General Andrew Bruce,
Commending General of the 77th Infantry Bivision, newspapermen, newsreel
cameramen and high renking officers and scores of GI's sttended the simple
services, % :

21 April After hours of the bitterest fighting of the entire week, the
American flag was placed atop Igusugu Yama mountain end the island was
declared secure, as mopping-up operations continued. Col L J Greeley,
Chief of Staff, assumed control of all Gerrison activities this date.

23 BRpril The Clearfield this date srrived on the target, anchoring about 2
miles off the island. The remeinder of the first echelon deberked and
ISCOM Headquerters wos set u; on the side of a hill sbout 700 yards from
the beach, the site of the former 77th Division Command Post, Supplics
immediately storted coming sshore,

25 kpril Lt General Simon Bolivor Buckner, Jr., Commending General, Tenth
Army, srrived for his first inspection of the island.

26 April The 77th Division withdrey to Okinewa, and Brigedier General
Thomas assumed formal commend of Ie Shime. Durinz the fighting, the
bitterest in which the 77th had yet perticipeted in during the war, 172
77th Division troops were killed in ection, 46 were listed as missing and
901 were wounded in action. The Japs suffered 4706 killed end 50 teken
prisoncr. Some 1700 civilians werc brought under comtrol. —

27 Bpril Scattered groups of snipers end raiders, hiding in caves and
tunnels in the vieinity of Iec town, made sporedic smell raids.
Considersble denger still existed on the island from mines and booby traps.
It was the consensus of high Army officials that the islend hed been
heavicr mined than any islend taken thus fer in the Pecific, thereby
occasioning serious obstacles in the speedy development of nccessary
instelletions,

28 hpril Two cnemy eeriel reids were staged during the night. One plane
was destroycd, four reportcd demaged. Food stores end blankets found in
caves were being utilized by the NMilitary Government for use of ceptured
civilians, Live stock, consisting principally of horses, chickens and
goets, were being picked up end corralled by the MG,

29 April Informetion gleancd today confirmed that the Jap island commender
for Ie Shime wes Major Igevwa Tedeshi who wes killed in action during .
fighting on Igusugu Yema, First church services were cénducted outdoors
near ISCOM Headquartcrs.
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May First cargo plane landed at 1200: C-46, piloted by a Marine. Daily
round trips started between IE and Yontan Air Strip on Okinawa.

May C=47 of MAG 43 arrived as first plane assigned and based on IE. Island's
water supply reported pure and plentiful. Anopheles mosquitoes were found,
but in less numbers then expecteds First snake (Habu) killed.

May Jap causalties being buried by POW'se. Japs using livestock to carry
explosives into camp areas. '

Meay First evacuation of wounded to Okinawa by LSTs. Gen Buckner psys second
visit to IE SHIMA. Red Cross arrives and is set up.

Mey Jap plane made gli&ing attack at 0800 on shipping, but was shot down 500
yards from shore.

Mey 119 Jap POW's sent to Okinawae. <25 tons of Jap mines have been dug out
to date. 45 miles of roads are now usable.

May 20 Jap soldiers and women, latter armed with grenades, were killed in
caves, biggest bag of daily roundup.

Mey TFirst evacuation of wounded by air to Ckinawa,

10 May 166th Station Hospital londed. Dengue Fever present in 27 cases, To

date, 4820 Jap soldiers killed, 120 prisoner, 2033 civilians interned. 56
miles of roads usable,

11 May Two Jap planes swooped in without warning in the morning and attempted

suicide dives. One Dutch ship with hospital supplies hit but not sunk. Boih
planes shot dawm.

T ST SR e A

12 May Hospital area infiltrated and wounded EM. Main wster point is yielding

13

30,000 gallons fresh water dailye. Eventual output estimated at 120,000 gals
daily, Planes start spraying DDT.

May:'First fighters based on IE arrived, 333rd Sq of 318th Fighter Group
flew in from Saipan, led by a B=29,

14 May 19th Fighter Sq, 318th Fighter Gp arrived, also 1l nurses for hospital.,

16 May 28th Photo Recon.Sq arrived.

17

Moy Six air raids starting et 1945, lasting until 0300, At least 15 bombs
were dropped. 2 killed, 12 wounded. One Jap plane destroyeds The 318th
flew its first mission from IE today: mnight heckler mission by Maj Rasmussen
and one other to Kyushu, Japan.

May Four air raids on the harbory; LST 808 hit and 10 killed. 318th 'flew
night heckler to Tanega Shima and 8 plme raid on Kure Shima (day).

19 May 337th Air Service Group landed.

20 May Remarked that supply situation is unsatisfactory with shortages on some

cases and classes of supplies, L Jap plmes shot down over island.
-4—
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22 May MAG 22 arrived. Several air raids on shipping. Four Jap planes shot
down and one "Betty" suicided into beached LST 808. Near suicice misses on
shi PSe

2L May 318th knocked down first plane over Kyushue. The heaviest Jap air attack
on IE started and lasted 24 hours, despite heavy rains which drenched the isle.

25 May Japs gave island apasting from the air, 200 Jap planes left the Jap
homeland for the raid with only 3L returning, the rest shot dovm by fighters.
and AA. 70 bombs hit IE, one landing in adispensary and killing 2L, wounding 21,
most of thesehad been on the IST 808, One gas dump destroyed, 1l vehicles de-
stroyed. 318th destroyed 3l Jap planes in L hours between Kyushu and Okinawa

when scheduled attack on Kyushu wasturned back by weather. 9 delayed action
bombs found, later, and destroyed.

28 May Long alert but no planes over island until morning. Jap "Betty" suicided
into a Victory ship, with heavy casualties. 318th got 18 18 and L probs
over Kyushu. ©Some areas on island still to be demined.

1 June Check on activity on MimnaShima found 119 civilians had infiltrated in
small boats. Progress on strips slow because of rains., Jgp strips were merely
flat surfaces of earth and had to be reworked. -

2 June Rain and clouds prevented Japs making full use of the full moon this time,
9 Jpas killed on a raft at the east end of the island, Blood smears of natives
show no activity of Malariaor Filariasis.

3 June 11 more picked up on MinnaShima. Also Jap gunner from a"Betty" shot down
May 28th.

5 June Japanese cables from IE to Okinawa were found servieceable md were put
to use..

6 June Jap ambush party wounded 2, but 2 of the Japs were killed and found to
be very well equipped and stocked with food. Burial parties are still finding
and burying Japanese bodies. Snipers still active.

8 June Six alerts, totalling 11 hours. No damage, 44 shot one down.

9 June L alerts, totalling 5 hours: 7 boubs dropped and did considerable damage
to the 1903rd gas and oil dump and water point equipment.

10 June Jap plane sneaked in, showing friendly IFF, for one bomb on MAG 22 area,
killing 1L, wounding Ll.

12 June Jap cave explored, found to contain hospitzl equipment and bodies of
dead patients. Hospital well equipped.

i3 June 12 P-6l's arrived and went into action that night, Plum strip is now
5300feet, all weather operational, and 100% complete. Has 27,000 feet of
taxiways and 106 hardstands (77% complete). Birch Strip 5100 feet long (100%
complete), 25,000 feet taxiways and 100 hardstands (82% completec). Already
. 36,000 cubic yards of coral have bgen used on the airfield, 50,000 for the
roads, Most Japanese roads were of elay, sad during the rainy season just
passed, barely usable, being amassof nud.
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15 June During the last 30 days: 10L alerts, with 109 Jap planes actually over
the island, to drop at least 111 bombs. Jap planes came in groups of from
1l to 12 shipse. 52 killedy 11l woundeds 318th record, 102 destroyed (Japs)
6 probs, 5 dameged: MMAG record: LO destroyed, 1 prob. MA record; 36 Jap
plres destroyed, 5 prob, 2 damaged.

16 June No evidence of Malariaon IE, but natives have been found to have Filar-
iasis, : & bR

17 June” L13th Fighter Grdup_afrived. S : 53 e
18 June General Buckner killed on Okinawa. .
19 June BG Thomasithite, CG 7th AF visited island today, *

21 June Okinawa campaign announced officially over. Heavy air attack on IE,
lore than 60 Jap planes caused 5 alerts, totalling 7 hours and 9 minutes,
onc "Betty" got inside night cap and it was shot domm, Night fighters got
1l and 6 probs, LG knocked dovm 22, 7 more on CAP next morning.

23 June 9665 tons crossed beach for newrecord in last 2l hours. Two Japs got
thru, one shot down, but the other onc dropped 12 bombs, making adirect hit
on an fu. Gun position, killed 20, wounded 17, considerable dsmage to equipment.

2l June 507th Fighter Group arrived today., Heavy rzins, still the air raids came,

28 June UL Japs surrendered to L13th Fighter Group, 2 surrendercd to 507th Ftr Cp
claining thcy had been living in caves on Nii shore.

30 June During last 15 days of Junc, 23 alerts, during which 28 Jap plmes gros~
- sed the island to drop at least 20 bombs., MAG record: 23 destroyed, 6 damag_
cde 318th destroyed 6 and i lrmorc,s - . -

1l July OSniper fire decrecased during last two weceks and Jap remnam ts arec weak
and poorly equipped. Five water points producing 150,000 gals daily, 318th
made first attack on China coast, °

2July Emie Pyles's monument dedicateds First finance -service arrived on the
island today.

3 July 22,826 military personnel now on IE SHILL., 2 nmore air strips have been
‘started, to make tot2l of L.

5 July First B-2L raid on. Jap homeland cscorted by 102 P-L7's of the 30lst Ftr

Wee

6 July Lt Gen Bamcy Giles visited the island.

7 July Fire and explosions of ISCOM bomb dump at O7L45, startcd by Jap snipers.
500 90 mn Ll shells destroyed.

8 July Gen Stillwell, CG 10th Amy visited in an L-5 (cub)

13 July  More than LOO planes now bascd on.IE.
: e
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1l July First PX open on island -- onc in all,
15 July Jap activity reduced during last 15 days. ALlerted 7 times and L plmes

got over island, little damage. 507th Gp destroyed 10 planes, other units not
known.

16 July Some concern over out-break of Jap Bencephd itis on Okinawa. LO% fatal-
itiess None on IE.

22 July 65 Phillipines based B-2L's arrived and were bombed and gassed by Ftr
Gp and Service Group personnel for huge raid planned on Japan.. i4s usudl., plens
werc changed. 1hLlL 3C1lst Fir Wg planes attacked Shanghai area,

2L July First raid by IE based Liberators hit China Coast.

28 July 30lst Fighters hit Kyushu with no acri=l oppesition. Roy Howard of
Scripps-Howard visited Pyle's grave. B-25's arrived.

29 July Jap plmme followed friendly planc in, escaped detection, and torpedoed

a victory ship at anchor. 1 missing andl3 wounded. P-L47's carried Napalm to
Kyushu for first time.

30 July Censorship relaxed, and we can say we are in the Ryukyus, also can txke
pictures.

2 Lugust IESHIIL fighters eggort B-29's in »ttacks on Jap homeland. Big Threc
Mceting ends.

S hugust First Jap city disappears under Ltomic bomb: HIROSHIIL:.

6 lwgust PresTruman mnounces what happendd to HIROSHIMi, — =

7 iugust Newhigh of 10,689 tons crossing boach. ilert of 2 1/2 hours -- one Jap
plane got thru and dropped 11 bombs.

8 lmgust Jap answer to the Atomic Bomb? Two Jap planes cluded night defenses
and dropped onc bomb, destroycd 8 P-51l's and damaged 6 others,

9 Lugust NAGLSAKE joins HIROSHIMNMA's fame. Russians declared war on Japan and
started military action in lanchuria,

10 lugust Japs stroried surrender message via SwissGovte 3rd air strip completed.
L alerts, no planes over island.

11 Lugust Japs willing to surrender -- IF, US replics "No IF's",

12 Zmgust 15 soldiers died with alcohol poisoning, L5 others in critical conditic:
IE based fighters attacked Kumumoto, Kyushu, in 500 plm e attack with bombers.

"4 lwgust Domei says surrender has becn agrecd to, but -- YET, special word warw
IE and Okinawa to prepare for a heavy attack tonight with gase

16 iugust Heirthur tells Japs how to send cmmissaries to lonila via IE SHIM.
19 Lugust 4t 1247 & 1250 2Jap Bettics landed on IE with surrender envoys.

21 Lugust Envoys stopped on Ie on return trip to Japan,
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